
Dated Friday, July 09, 2004 – in response to my query about branch and bound 
 
Seenu:  
  
..... 
  
Regarding Branch & Bound, I developed it myself while a Fulbright visiting 
scholar from India at Case Institute in 1961. John Little was an assistant prof. 
there at that time. I was new to research & to American ways; but became aware 
of the TSP which intrigued me, & had been thinking about it since 1959, and was 
not aware of Land & Doig's paper at all. I started with the assignment problem 
as a relaxation of the TSP, and was wondering how I can force the efficient 
assignment algo. (Hungarian method) to yield the optimum tour rather than the 
opt. assignment. This led me in 1961 to develop the algo. for ranking 
assignments in increasing order of cost (I published this only in 1968 after 
going back to India for 3 years & returning to UC, Berkeley later; earlier I was 
not aware of the importance of publishing research results). Then I quickly 
developed the bounding feature also (this important feature is totally new, I 
believe it is not in Land & Doig's paper) and modified the assignment ranking 
algo. into the B&B method for TSP (it was not called by that name at that time). 
My one year stay was coming to an end, so I hastily wrote the results in the 
form of an unpublished paper  
  
Katta G. Murty, C. Karel, JDC Little “The TSP: Solution by a method of ranking 
assignments”, Sept. 1962. 
  
I put Caroline Karel's name because she provided me her Hungarian method 
software, & I put Little's name because he promised to get the paper published 
after my departure to India. 
  
After my departure from Case, Little went to MIT, and there the other author 
suggested the name “B & B” for the method. 
  
Best wishes to you. 
 
Katta Murty. 
  






















